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LOUISIANA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


During  the  past  official  yeai-  (February,  1895,  to  February, 
1896)  the  Louisiana  Historical  Society  has  shown  a  more 
flourishing  status  than  ever  before.  In  the  future  a  career  of 
great  usefulness  seems  to  open  before  it.  Its  roll  of  mem- 
bership has  now  risen  to  123 ;  important  historical  papers  are 
brought  before  its  members,  and  two  publications  have  been 
issued  containing  selected  papers  from  the  work  of  the 
society. 

At  the  various  meetings  of  the  society,  beside  the  regular 
papers,  much  detailed  historical  matter  has  been  presented 
by  the  members.  It  has  been  decided,  therefore,  by  the  Pub- 
lication Committee  to  publish  extracts  from  the  minutes  of 
the  secretary : 

TuLANE  Hall,  March  20,  1895. 

The  society  met  at  8  p.  m.,  President  Fortier  in  the  chair 
and  Secretary  Ficklen  at  the  desk.  After  the  reading  of  the 
minutes,  the  secretary  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Oscar  Arroyo,  to  whom  he  had  written  in  regard  to 
the  origin  of  the  seal  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  Arroyo  wrote  that 
he  was  sure  the  pi'esent  seal  had  been  chosen  by  Governor 
Claiborne  in  1812,  and  had  never  been  changed  since.  The 
secretary  stated  that  he  had  found  in  Moreau-Lislet's  Digest 
of  1828  the  act  authorizing  the  governor  to  make  choice  of  a 
seal,  but  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  why  the  gov- 
ernor chose  a  pelican  with  its  young  as  emblematic  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Felix  Limongi  then  read  some  interesting  extracts 
from  a  manuscript  of  1722,  now  in  his  possession.  Some 
discussion  followed,  during  which  Miss  King  remarked  that 
La  Harpe  doubtless  gathered  his  materials  from  the  secre- 
taries of  the  colonies  or  made  use  of  such  materials  as  are 
contained  in   Mr.  Limongi' s  manuscript.     (This  manuscript 


was  afterwjii'il  ivvit'WtMl  l»y  Miss   Kiuu^  in  llic  socirtys  publi- 
cations. Vol.  I,  part  -.) 

Dr.  Devroii  then  entertained  the  society  with  the  reading 
of  a  letter  from  a  Capuchin,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  1723. 
Tlie  doctor  had  filled  out  the  lines  of  this  letter,  which  he  had 
]>urchased  in  a  mutilated  condition.  Dr.  Shea,  he  stated,  had 
published  a  translation  of  the  same  Ittter  in  a  Catholic 
Review.  The  Capuchin  o-ave  anythine;  but  a  cheerful  ])i('turc 
of  life  in  Louisiana  during  the  year  1723. 

Dr.  Devron  then  showed  an  interesting  book  published  in 
1817.  The  author  was  a  Dr.  Heustis,  who  discusses  diseases 
common  in  Louisiana  during  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
(This  work  is  also  in  the  Howard  Library.) 

Dr.  Devron  then  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  famous  Sister 
Hachard,  who  was  secretary  to  Mother  Tranchepain  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Ursuline  nuns. 

Dr.  Devron  then  traced  the  history  of  the  last  of  the 
Montezumas,  who,  he  stated,  died  a  paui)er,  in  New  Orleans, 
in  183G. 

Mr.  Wm.  Beer  then  stated  that  he  had  purchased  Moss' 
Gazette,  published  in  1804,  which  contained  a  brief  account  of 
Louisiana.  In  the  preface  of  the  work  various  names  are 
suggested  for  the  new  territory — such  as  Fedonia,  Columbia, 
etc.  The  name  Louisiana  was  to  be  rejected  as  unainci-- 
ican. 

The  president  then  announced  that  the  annual  election  of 
officers,  deferred  from  the  last  meeting,  was  now  in  order. 
Col.  J.  D.  Hill  nominated  for  re-election  the  officers  of  the 
past  year.  There  being  no  other  nominations,  tlic  old  officers 
were  re-elected,  as  follows:  President,  Alcce  Fortier;  First 
Vice  President,  Miss  Grace  King;  Second  Vice  President, 
Dr.  Gustave  Devron:  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  -lolin  K*. 
Ficklen  ;  Assistant  Secretary.  -T.  H.  Rapp. 

The  president  apiiointcd,  on  the  Finance  Committee, 
Messrs.  Cruzat,  Freret,  and  Hill.  The  otiiei-  committees  to 
be  announced  at  next  meeting. 


Meeting   of  April  17,  18!)."). 

The  minutes  having  been  read,  Mr.  E.  C.  Randall,  of  Ohio, 
was  elected  honorary  corresponding  member. 

The  president  then  stated  that  he  had  some  conversation 
with  Governor  Foster,  who  seemed  much  interested  in  the 
Historical  Society,  and  thought  the  Legislature  would  cer- 
tainly make  an  appropriation  for  the  society's  benefit. 

The  president  further  stated  that  through  the  aid  of  the 
president  of  the  Comus  Club,  in  Natchitoches,  he  had  been 
enabled  to  establish  a  branch  of  the  Historical  Society  in  that 
city.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  work  for  the  establish- 
ment of  branches  in  different  sections  of  the  State. 

.Judge  W.  W.  Howe  presented  to  the  society  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Feitel,  and  some  documents  which  the  latter  had  found 
in  the  walls  of  the  old  Parish  Prison  when  it  was  pulled 
down. 

Miss  King  then  read  some  very  interesting  notes,  which  she 
had  taken  from  the  original  documents  preserved  in  the  Ur- 
suline  Convent,  especially  two  letters  narrating  the  incidents 
of  the  voyage  to  this  country  of  Sister  Hachard  and  her  coin- 
panions. 

Meeting  of  May  22.  isij,'). 

After  reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting,  Mr.  Favrot 
drew  the  attention  of  the  society  to  Remy's  History  of  Louis- 
iana, originally  published  in  one  of  the  parish  newspapers. 
He  thought  the  society  should  take  steps  to  procure  the  orig- 
inal MS.  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Beer  said  the  parish  clerks  should  be  written  to  and 
copies  obtained  of  the  valuable  records  under  their  charge. 

The  president  stated  that  the  Executive  Committee  had  pre- 
pared a  circular  letter,  which  would  be  sent  to  prominent  men 
in  the  country  parishes,  urging  them  to  form  branch  socie- 
ties. 

The  president  then  introduced  Justice  Miller,  who  delivered 
a  lecture  on  prominent  men  and  affairs  in   Louisiana  between 


s 

1800  and  1830.  Justice  Miller  explained  some  of  the  secret 
history  connected  with  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  He  showed 
that  Jefferson  bulldozed  Napoleon  into  selling  Louisiana  by 
threatening  that  the  United  States  would  form  an  alliance 
with  England.  Justice  Miller  then  drew  character  sketches 
of  prominent  Louisiana  lawyers  in  the  early  part  of  the  cen- 
tury, especially  of  Livingston  and  Mazareau. 

Dr.  Holt  then  addressed  the  society  on  the  subject  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  saying  that  Roosevelt  in  "  The  Winning  of 
the  West,"  was  very  severe  in  his  treatment  of  the  general's 
character. 

Meeting  of  June  12,  1895. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  the  chief  feature  of  the 
meeting  was  the  paper  of  Charles  Patton  Dimitry,  entitled 
"  Six  Dominations  in  Louisiana,  with  Emblems."  Mr.  Dimi- 
try exhibited  to  the  society  many  emblems  of  the  various 
dominations,  at  the  same  time  presenting  to  the  society  some 
documents  bearing  the  signature  of  Louis  XY  and  Louis  XVL 

Dr.  Devron  then  read  a  paper  in  memoriam  of  the  famous 
editor,  Pierre  Margry  (published  in  this  pamphlet). 

Meeting  of  October  16,  1895. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  Dr.  Devron  showed  a  map 
of  New  Orleans  taken  from  the  Gentlemen's  Marjazine  of  1772. 
The  map  exhibited  the  ignorance  of  its  maker,  for  the  present 
site  of  New  Orleans  was  confounded  with  that  which  was 
chosen  for  Galvezton,  the  town  named  after  Governor  Galvez. 

The  assistant  secretary  then  read  a  paper  from  Mr.  Wm. 
Beer,  giving  the  correspondence  between  Galvez  and  Captain 
Dnrnford  in  regard  to  the  surrender  of  Fort  Charlotte, 
Mobile.* 

The  president  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his  visit  to 
Mr.  Henri  Vignaud,  in  Paris.  Mr.  Vignaud,  who  is  one  of 
our  honorary  members,  has  many  valuable  documents  in  his 
library  connected  with  the  history  of  Louisiana. 

*rubli8hecl  in  this  paiiiplilet. 


The  president,  in  the  name  of  Prof.  J.  Hanno  Deiler,  pre- 
sented the  society  with  the  hitter's  work,  entitled  ''  Louisiana, 
Ein  Heim  fiir  Deutsche  Ansiedler."  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  to  Prof.  Deiler  for  his  able  investigations  in  Louis- 
iana history. 

Specl\l  Meeting  op  November  9,  1895. 

This  called  meeting  of  ^the  society  was  held  to  protest 
against  the  proposed  destruction  by  the  city  of  the  old  Ca- 
bildo  (Supreme  Court  Building)  and  the  District  Court  Build- 
ing on  Jackson  Square. 

Spirited  addresses  were  made  by  Judge  Wm.  H.  Seymour, 
John  L.  Peytavin  and  H.  L.  Pavrot.  All  urged  that  the  so- 
ciety should  exert  itself  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  these 
buildings,  especially  of  the  Cabildo,  which  is  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  most  important  events  of  our  State  history. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  President  Fortier,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Ficklen,  Peytavin  and  Seymour,  to  draw  up 
appropriate  resolutions  to  be  presented  to  the  City  Council. 
By  motion  of  Mr.  Ficklen  the  president  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

Resolutions  praying  that  the  Cabildo  and  the  District  Court 
Buildings  be  preserved  and  used  as  museums  of  historical 
relics  were  brought  in  by  the  committee  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

Meeting  of  November  20,  1895. 

President  Fortier  read  to  the  society  a  postal  card  from 
Mr.  L.  A.  Dutto,  of  Mississippi,  containing  a  quotation 
from  a  history  of  Cuba,  written  by  Valdez,  which  quotation 
furnished  information  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  Baton 
Rouge  by  Galvez. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Favrot  then  read  a  paper  on  the  Revolution  in 
West  Florida,  which  is  published  in  this  pamphlet. 

Meeting  of  December  18,  1895. 

President  Fortier  stated  that  the  society  had  received  a 
valuable  donation  from  Mr.  McCormick,  acting  as  testament- 
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•Avy  executor  of  Mis.s  Jeanne  Peyroux,  eonsisting  of  lettei-is, 
(locunients  and  relics  of  the  Lafiton  family.  Among  the  last 
was  a  sword.  For  the  preservation  of  these  gifts  it  was  de- 
cided that  a  glass  case  should  be  purchased  and  the  collection 
be  placed  in  the  Surget  Exhibition  at  Tulane  University. 

Mr.  Beer  exhibited  several  rare  books  concerning  the  his- 
tory of  Louisiana,  two  of  which  gave  new  versions  of  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans. 

.Fudge  Seymour  then  read  a  paper  on  the  history  of  Algiers, 
which  now  forms  a  portion  of  New  Orleans.  This  paper  was 
the  feature  of  the  evening,  and  Judge  Seymour  received  the 
thanks  of  the  society  for  his  contribution. 

Meeting  of  January,  15,  IHDfi. 

The  society  spent  a  pleasant  evening  in  discussing  the  site 
of  the  earliest  settlements  in  Louisiana.  An  interesting 
paper  by  Mr.  S.  Poitevent  was  read  by  the  president,  in 
which  Mr.  Poitevent  gave  a  list  of  the  various  relics  he  had 
picked  up  or  dug  up  at  Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi,  from 
which  he  concluded  that  there  could  be  no  doul)t  about  Ocean 
Springs,  on  the  east  side  of  Biloxi  Bay.  having  been  the  site 
of  Iberville's  first  fort. 

Dr.  Devron  showed  that  there  had  been  nuich  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  point ;  but  that  the  old  maps,  of  which  he  ex- 
hibited a  number  from  Winsor,  proved  the  correctness  of  Mr. 
Poitevent' s  conclusion. 


L\   .MEMOKV  OF  PIEKKE  MAKMiK'V. 
l'>v  Dk.  r;i  sta\k  Devkon. 

Pierre  Margry,  so  well  known  for  liis  researches  and  pub- 
lications, has  been  dead  a  year  last  March,  and  I  only  found 
it  ovit  two  months  ago  by  receiving  a  catalogue  of  Mr.  Charles 
Chadenat,  of  Paris,  for  March  and  Ai)ril,  1890,  with  a  notice 
that  lie  hiid  just  acquirciltlic  libi-ary  nf  the  late  Pierre  Margry. 
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au(i  tliat  tlie  present  catalogue  coiitaiued  several  of  his  books, 
with  very  coi)ious  marginal  notes  by  the  said  Margry. 

This  was  the  first  notice  I  had  of  the  death  of  the  man  to 
whom  all  writers  of  Franco- American  history  are  indebted. 
I  at  once  requested  my  friend,  Mr.  Joseph  Uelgado  of  this 
city,  to  write  to  Messrs.  Chadeuat  &  Terqueni,  of  Paris,  for 
papers  or  publications  giving  an  account  of  the  life,  works 
and  death  of  Pierre  Margry. 

A  few  days  ago  I  obtained  three  papers  alluding  to  the 
same,  to -wit: 

1.  Paris — Canada. — Paris,  Saturday,  May  5,  1894.  This 
contains  a  very  eulogistic  obituary  of  Margry,  showing  how 
much  Canada  and  its  writers  owe  to  his  patient  researches, 
and  ends  by  a  well  deserved  tribute  to  his  noble,  intelligent 
and  devoted  wife. 

2.  Revue  Prax(,'aise  de  l'Etraxger  et  les  Colonies,  for 
October,  1894. — This  contains  an  elaborate  necrology  of  Pierre 
Margry,  by  Mr.  E.  Rameau  de  St.  P6re,  giving  the  details  of 
his  work  of  research,  and  deploring  the  fact  that  Margry  was 
better  appreciated  abroad  than  at  home,  and  that  it  is  left  to 
future  generations  to  do  justice  to  the  memory  and  talents  of 
the  deceased. 

3.  Societe  Normande  de  Geographic.  Bulletin  de  I'Annee 
1894 — Mai-Juin  ;  published  at  Rouen. 

This  journal  contains  a  most  extensive  notice  of  Pierre 
Margry,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Societe  Xormande  de  Geo- 
(jraphie.  The  paper  is  written  by  Gabriel  Gravier,  who,  like 
Margry,  was  the  admirer  and  historian  of  LaSalle.  I  will  not 
describe  this  paper,  as  what  I  am  now  about  to  read  is  an 
abridged  translation  and  paraphrase  of  the  same. 

Pierre  Margry. 

Born  December  8,  1818;  died  March  27,  1894. 

Pierre  Margry  was  born  in  Paris,  France,  on  the  8th  of 
December,  1818.  He  was  educated  at  the  College  Charle- 
magne, of  that  city,  and  graduated  in  1838. 

His  father,  who  had  been  a  heraldic  painter  in  the  service 
of  the  French  government  since  1815,   lost  his  position  in 
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1832.  Shortly  afterward  he  lost  all  his  savinj^fs  by  the  failure 
of  a  banker,  and  in  183S  he  earned  only  a  scanty  living:  as  a 
painter  of  tlowers. 

Margry's  father  could  no  longer  give  his  son  any  great  as- 
sistance and  he  advised  him  to  study  law  or  medicine.  This 
did  not  suit  young  Margry's  tastes;  he  felt,  or  believed,  he 
was  born  to  follow  a  literary  career.  To  please  his  father  he 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  one  of  the  ministry  departments  as 
book-keeper,  a  position  he  only  retained  three  months. 

Margry  then  gave  private  lessons  m  Latin,  French  and 
English  while  writing  a  few  contributions  to  newspapers,  re- 
views and  dictionaries.  He  also  translated  into  French  the 
speech  delivered  by  General  Cass  at  the  Capitol  of  Washing- 
ton, in  1836,  before  the  American  Historical  Society. 

A  few  years  later  General  Cass  being  in  Paris,  in  his  ca- 
])acity  as  minister  from  the  United  States,  secured  the  services 
of  young  Margry  as  his  teacher  of  the  French  language,  and 
retained  him  as  such  for  about  three  years.  Having  abundant 
leisure,  while  attached  to  the  general's  service,  Margry's  lit- 
erary tastes  returned,  and  he  wrote  first  a  comedy,  which  he 
eventually  destroyed,  and  then  "  i«  Banse  Aux  Avpugles,'^  a 
play  in  several  acts  representing  mankind  led  by  money,  love 
and  death. 

General  Cass  at  last  prevailed  upon  him  to  give  np  this 
kind  of  work,  and  to  devote  himself  to  historical  geography. 
Colonel  Brodhead,  being  sent  to  France,  by  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  search  of  French  documents,  relating  to  the  history  of 
the  British  colonies  in  their  relations  with  the  French  colonies 
in  America,  General  Cass  proposed  to  Margry,  who  accepted, 
to  direct  and  supervise  this  work  for  Mr.  Brodhead. 

From  that  day  the  literary  tastes  of  Margry  took  the  di- 
rection they  have  followed  to  his  death.  On  comparing  the 
documents  with  printed  books  he  became  satisfied  that  much 
of  Franco- American  history  must  be  rewritten. 

He  gave  all  his  leisure  to  his  researches  before  he  became 
connected  with  the  public  archives,  and  even  after.  He 
copied,  for  authorized  strangers,  most  important  papers  re- 
lating to  Canada,  Louisiana  and  Cape  Breton.  These  docu- 
ments were  used  by  Sheldon,  Gayarr^,  Parkman  and  others. 
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Margry,  as  archivist  of  the  uavy,  formed  two  lots  of  the 
doeumeuts,  which  were  dispersed  in  various  packaji^es.  The 
first,  comprising  300  volumes,  contains  all  the  naval  cam- 
paigns previous  to  1789 ;  the  second  contains  the  documents 
relating  to  the  company  of  the  Indies.  He  did  this  work 
alone  and  with  great  care.  When  a  document  interested  him 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  visit  other  archives  and  libraries,  and 
even  those  of  private  individuals.  He  devoted  forty  years  of 
his  life  to  those  researches  on  the  influence  and  discoveries  of 
France  and  of  her  sons  in  foreign  lands,  mainly  in  America. 

He  published  in  18G7 :  Relations  et  Memoires  inedifs  pour 
servir  a  Vlilstoire  de  la  France  dans  les  pays  d'outre-mer. 
Among  others  in  this  volume  is  to  be  found  authentic  memoirs 
of  Henry  de  Tonty,  one  of  tbe  bravest  and  most  devoted  lieu- 
tenants of  Cavelier  de  la  Salle.  The  same  year  he  also  pub- 
lished his  book :  Les  Kavirjations  francaises  ef  la  ReroluUon 
Maritime  du  XIV  an  XVI  siecle. 

This  work  was  severely  criticised  by  Mr.  Major,  because 
oiie  of  the  documents  published  was  proven  to  be  a  fraudulent 
one  which  Margry  had  accepted  as  authentic.  It  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  written  in  1634,  but  the  language  was  not 
of  that  century.  Margry  had  been  deceived,  but  his  honesty 
was  never  questioned. 

In  1879  Margry  commenced  the  publication  of  his  great 
work  in  six  volumes,  published  both  in  America  and  in 
France :  Memoires  et  documents  pour  servir  a  Vliistoire  des  ori- 
gines  franr-aises  des  pays  d'outre-mer. 

The  three  first  volumes  (1G11:-1698)  are  entirely  devoted  to 
Cavelier  de  la  Salle,  and  the  contents  were  obtained  not  only 
from  the  public  archives  and  national  library,  but  from  vari- 
ous public  and  private  collections. 

The  fourth  volume  contains  documents  relating  to  the  dis- 
covery and  taking  possession  of  the  mouths  of  the  Missis- 
sippi from  the  sea,  by  Pierre  Lemoyne  d' Iberville,  the  son  of 
Charles  Lemoyne,  of  Dieppe.  It  is  the  continuation  of  the 
conquest  of  Louisiana  by  Cavelier  de  la  Salle.  The  fifth 
volume  describes  the  formation  of  a  chain  or  series  of  posts 
or  settlements  between  the  St.  Lawrence  river  and  the  Gulf 
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of  Mexico.  We  here  meet  Fronteiiac,  La  Barre,  devoted  to 
the  Jesuits,  and  de  la  Motlie-Cadillac,  whose  name  is  insep- 
arable from  that  of  Detroit. 

The  sixth  volume  has  for  a  special  title:  ''Exploration  des 
ajfiufufs  (III  Mississipi  et  decouverte  deft  Montiujnes  Rochense^y 
fl67!f-175lj  Lemoyne  de  Bienville,  whom  Gravier  calls 
"  still  another  Norman,"  continued  this  work  that  the  death 
of  la  Salle  had  left  incomplete. 

These  six  volumes  being  almost  entirely  devoted  to  the 
glory  of  the  discoverers  and  pioneers  from  Normandy,  Mr. 
Margry  richly  deserves  the  titles  conferred  on  him :  ''Cor- 
responding Member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  Belles 
Lettres  and  Arts  of  the  City  of  Rouen,"  and  "Honorary 
Member  of  the  Norman  Society  of  Geography." 

Margry  would  never  have  been  able  to  publish  the  above 
six  volumes  if  he  had  relied  upon  the  assistance  of  his  govern- 
ment. The  late  Parkman  and  President  (xarfiekl  and  the 
United  States  Congress  deserve  great  credit  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  above  six  volumes. 

Margry  tried  in  vain  for  many  years  to  have  his  books 
published  by  his  country  that  he  loved  so  well.  Parkman. 
while  in  France  collecting  material  for  his  great  work,  offered 
to  buy  the  Margry  papers,  but  Margry  refused  the  bank 
notes,  preferring  to  publish  in  his  own  name  the  documents 
he  had  collected  and  which  are  an  honor  to  his  country, 
Prance. 

Mr.  Parkman  fully  appreciated  the  noble  motives  of 
Margry,  and  in  1872  he  obtained  the  promise  of  a  good 
Boston  editor  to  publish  the  work  more  for  glory  than  profit. 
A  few  days  later  a  large  portion  of  Boston  was  destroyed  liy 
fire  and  the  editor  receded  from  his  promise. 

Margry  felt  down-hearted  at  this  announcement,  but 
Messrs.  Parkman,  Whittle.sy  and  Marshall,  with  the  int1ueu<;e 
of  many  learned  societies  and  powerful  friends,  appealed  to 
Congress,  and  on  the  3d  of  March,  1873,  the  ])ublication  was 
ordered,  and  Margry  accepted  all  the  conditions  imposed  on 
him  by  the  United  States  government ;  but  InMusisted  that 
he  should  be  at  libertv   to    have  an  edition  made  for  France. 
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This  was  all  the  reward  Margry  expected  and  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  result.  He  at  ouee  set  to  work  to  give  publicity  to  the 
work,  writing  prefaces,  correctiug  proof,  etc.,  in  a  state  of 
mental  excitement  threatening  to  end  at  any  moment  in 
cerebral  congestion.  His  physician  ordered  him  to  discon- 
tinue all  work,  advice  to  which  he  paid  no  attention, 
sacrificing  his  health  and  life  to  complete  his  great  work. 

In  1880  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  five  weeks,  and  the 
following  year,  having  attained  the  age  limit,  he  was  removed 
from  office  and  placed  on  the  pensioned  retired  list. 

In  1870  he  had  been  decorated  with  the  Cross  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  as  a  public  employee,  but  not  as  a  learned  or 
talented  man. 

A  few  years  later,  in  1884,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  right 
eye,  and  was  in  danger  of  losing  the  other  unless  he  ceased 
to  work. 

Two  wM>men  play  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  Margry. 
The  first  one,  a  young  lady,  related  to  a  celebrated  American 
general,  and  also  to  a  governor  of  Canada,  was  engaged  to 
Margry.  Her  aunt  advanced  him  4000  francs  on  the  intended 
dowry,  to  enable  him  to  make  a  trip  of  investigation  and  dis- 
covery in  Normandy.  On  his  return,  he  informed  Mrs.  de 
N — .  the  aunt  of  the  young  lady,  of  the  success  of  his  trip. 
She  at  once  asked  him  how  much  profit  he  would  get  from 
his  discoveries.  He  answered,  ''the  satisfaction  of  doing 
justice  to  the  memory  of  a  man  who  has  extended  the  power 
of  our  country,  and  to  have  restored  to  him  the  glory  to 
which  he  is  entitled  in  the  New  World."  "  What  I  want  to 
know,'"  replied  Mrs.  de  N — ,  "is  what  money  consideration 
you  will  get  for  the  money  you  have  spent."  "Oh!" 
answered  Margry,  "  I  can  soon  make  the  calculation,  for  the 
recital  of  my  discovery  would  cover  about  twenty  lines  in  the 

Moniteur,  whieh,  -At  fouv  sous  a  line,    makes ."     "Four 

francs,"  said  Mrs.  de  N — ,  "  four  francs  for  4000  francs  !  A 
great  profit,  indeed!  My  dear  young  man,  you  shall  not 
marry  my  niece.  Miss  M.  will  not  use  paper  scraps  to  deco- 
rate her  dresses." 

He  had  to  give  up  the  niece,  to  submit  to  many  privations 


.  and  to  return  tlie  4000  francs  out  of  his  small  salary.  The 
discovery  whicli  he  had  made,  and  which  had  ciiused  that  dis- 
appointment, was  that  Pierre  Belain  d'Esnambuc,  the  founder 
of  the  French  power  in  the  Antilles,  was  born  near'j^etot, 
and  the  ^glorification  of  that  Frenchman  was  the  only  satis- 
faction he  had  for  the  loss  of  the  young  American  miss. 

In  1878,  anemic  and  seriously  sick,  almost  without  hope  of 
recovery,  after  forty  years  of  hard  work,  he  was  preparing  to 
die,  when  a  lady  friend  said  to  him  :  "  Why  do  you  not  get 
married?"  Margry  shrugged  his  shoulders,  saying,  '*!  am 
no  longer  fit  to  marry  any  one ;  who  would  accept  such  a 
ruin?" 

Margry,  who  had  been  sorely  disappointed  in  his  first 
love,  and  knew  so  much,  did  not  know  what  depth  of  devo- 
tion and  infinite  kindness  lurked  in  the  heart  of  another 
woman.  That  woman,  much  younger  than  he  was,  made  up 
her  mind  to  brighten  his  last  years,  and  to  restore  his  bodily 
and  mental  health,  so  that  he  should  continue  his  great  work. 
She  was  good-looking,  plain  in  her  dresses,  which  she  never- 
theless wore  elegantly,  and  was  most  highly  connected.  This 
amiable  lady  nursed  him  intelligently  and  most  affectionate- 
ly during  sixteen  years,  and  was  not  only  loved  but  worship- 
ed by  Pierre  Margry.  When  he  died  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1894,  she  wept  bitterly  for  "  poor  Pierre;"  for  she  also  loved 
dearly  her  learned  old  husband,  who  had  such  a  noble  and 
proud  heart.  This  woman  deserves  the  gratitude  of  all  those 
who  admire  the  works  of  Pierre  Margry. 

P.  8. — The  Louisiana  State  Historical  Society  possesses 
three  large  quarto  volumes  of  manuscript  documents,  i-elat- 
ing  to  early  Louisiana,  collected  and  written  for  it  in  1S49  by 
Pierre  Margry. 
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THE  WEST  FLORIDA  REVOLUTIOxX   AND  INCIDENTS 
GROWING  OUT  OF  IT.* 

Wi'i'H  Notes  on  Gen.  Thomas  and  Lieut.  Grandpre. 

Bv  Hknuv   I..   Favkot. 

paut  II. 

Au  eminent  English  antliority  ouce  said  that  revolutiou 
was  the  sudden  uprising  of  a  people  to  operate  a  (jhange  in 
their  constitution  or  government,  hut  the  same  distinguished 
authority  designated  the  American  war  and  declaration  of 
independence  as  a  rebellion.  This  inconsistency  is  cited  to 
call  attention  to  the  effect  that  bias  or  prejudice  may  have  on 
the  opinions  of  people,  and  when,  therefore,  you  hear  the 
versions  given  of  the  capture  of  the  fort  at  Baton  Rouge  you 
may  designate  the  uprising  as  will  best  suit  your  enlisted 
sympathies,  but  pardon  its  being  called  here  a  revolution. 
In  the  published  account  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  result 
you  have  already  been  given  a  fairly  good  idea  of  local  con- 
ditions, and  of  the  state  of  the  public  mind.  It  is  therefore 
unnecessary  to  recapitulate  what  has  already  been  gone  over. 
Suffice  here  to  say  that  as  modern  as  this  event  may  seem,  as 
accessible  the  locality,  even  in  those  days,  historians  generally 
have  exhibited  a  remarkable  ignorance  of  the  true  happenings 
of  au  eventful  period,  and  apparently  little  research  has  been 
made  to  complete  a  chain  of  historical  evidence. 

Judge  Martin,  who  should  have  been  considered  conclusive 
authority,  for  the  actors  in  this  drama  were  his  contempo- 
raries, exhibits  a  woful  ignorance  by  citing  the  absence  of 
Governor  Delassus,  and  subsequent  authors  have  accepted 
the  authority  unquestioned. 

Judge  Gayarre  is  in  error  when  stating  that  (irandpre  was 
the  only  man  killed,  and  that  has  grown  to  be  the  accepted 
belief,  while  other  authors  have  dilated  on  the  affair  and 
fallen  into  equally  if  not  more  serious  error. 

The  incidents  and  occurrences  growing  out  of  the  Revolu- 


*The  author  must  acknowledge  his  thanks  due  to  Mrs.  Bynum  and  Mrs.  Ma- 
gruder,  and  to  his  own  rehitives  in  Baton  Rouge,  wliile  he  also  desires  to 
acknowledge  courtesies  from  members  of  the  Skipwith  and  French  families. 
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tiou  cover  a  broad  field  of  historical  research,  and  West 
Florida  and  its  affairs  have  fii2:ured  largely  in  our  national 
legislation,  its  land  claims  furnishing  subject  for  investiga- 
tion even  in  the  last  score  of  years. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  recall  that  the  province  had  already 
undergone  a  certain  change  of  government  and  was  under  the 
authority  of  self-constituted  laws,  whose  enforcement  was 
entrusted  to  Governor  Delassus  and  his  associates.  The 
Revolution  threw  the  whole  burden  and  responsibility  of  the 
government  (ui  the  convention  that  authorized  it,  and  this 
body  remained  in  continuous  session  until  it  had  framed  a 
constitution  and  thereunder  elected  officers,  about  the  middle 
of  November,  1810.  For  all  that  transpired  at  the  capture  of 
the  fort  scarce  better  authority  can  be  produced  than  the  re- 
port made  by  Col.  Philemon  Thomas  and  taken  from  a 
printed  copy  of  the  time.     It  reads : 

Headquarters  Fort  op  Baton  Rouge,     1 

September  24,  1810.  J 

To  JoJni  Rhea,  President  of  Conveniion  of  West  Florida: 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  convention,  bearing 
date  the  22d  inst.,  I  directed  Major  Johnston  to  assemble  such 
of  the  cavalry  as  might  be  ready  at  hand,  and  march  imme- 
diately for  the  fort  at  Baton  Rouge.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Springfield,  wliere  I  found  forty-four  of  the  grenadier  com- 
pany, commanded  by  Col.  l^allinger.  awaiting  orders  of  the 
convention.  At  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  we 
joined  Major  Johnston  and  Capt.  Clriffith  with  twenty-one  of 
the  Bayou  Sara  cavalry,  and  five  or  six  other  patriotic  gentle- 
men joined  us  in  our  march. 

At  4  o'clock  the  same  morning  we  made  the  attack.  My 
orders  were  not  to  fire  till  we  received  a  shot  from  the  garrison 
and  to  cry  out  in  French  and  English  :  *'  Ground  your  arms 
and  you  will  not  be  hurt."  This  order  was  strictly  attended 
to  by  the  volunteers  till  we  received  a  discharge  of  musketry 
from  the  guard  house,  where  the  governor  was,  winch  was 
Itrisklv  retnrned  bv  the  volunteers.  We  received  no  damaire 
on  our  part.  Of  the  governor's  troops  Lieut.  Louis  de 
Grandpre  was  mortally  wouiuled,  Lieut.  •!.  H.  Metzinger, 
commandant  (tf  artillery,  was  also  wounded,  one  private 
killed  and  four  IkkIIv   wounded.      We  took  twenty  prisoners. 
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and  among  whom  is  Col.  Delassus.  The  rest  of  the  garrison 
escaped  by  flight.  The  magazines,  stores,  etc.,  found  in  the 
garrison,  have  been  reported  to  you  by  James  Nelson,  Esq., 
who  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  various  and  complicated  duties  devolving  on  me  from 
present  circumstances  of  the  moment  forbid  a  more  minute 
detail.  The  firmness  and  moderation  of  the  volunteers,  who 
made  the  attack,  was  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  best  dis- 
•ciplined  troops.  Whole  companies  are  daily  flocking  to  our 
standard,  and  the  harmony  and  patriotism  prevailing  in  the 
garrison  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  every  friend  of  his 
country. 

Accept,  sir,  for  yourself  and  your  body,  assurances  of  my 
highest  esteem. 

Philemon  Thomas, 
Commander  of  Fort  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Dependencies. 

In  this  very  lucid  report,  which  was  evidently  written  for 
Gen.  Thomas,  he  says  nothing  about  the  fact  that  a  precon- 
certed signal  of  three  cannon  was  fired  to  announce  the  suc- 
cess of  the  enterprise. 

It  would  not  be  amiss  right  here  to  give  what  might  well 
be  called  a  Spanish  version  of  the  affair,  written  by  an  old 
French  officer  residing  near  the  place  and  taken  from  his 
manuscript,  hitherto  unpublished,  for  this  special  purpose. 
The  translation  of  the  original  only  will  be  given : 

•'After  Spain  had  ceded  Louisiana  to  France  and  France 
to  the  United  States,  vSpain  remained,  nevertheless,  possessor 
of  the  two  Floridas,  which  had  been  conquered  by  Galvez  in 
1779.  Don  Bisete  Folch  governed  East  Florida,  of  which 
Pensacola  was  the  capital.  Don  Carlos  de  Grandpre,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  in  the  Spanish  service,  was  in  command  at  Baton 
Rouge,  which  was  the  chief  seat  of  all  the  territory  that  was 
soon  afterward  annexed  to  Louisiana.  In  1808  De  Grandpre 
went  on  a  voyage  to  Havana,  where  he  died  the  following 
year.  Mr.  DeLassus,  an  officer  in  the  service  of  Spain,  com- 
manded in  the  place  of  Grandpre. 

"  In  1810  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Feliciana  and  a  few 
from  Baton  Rouge  were  displeased  with  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Delassus,  and  it  was  said  at  the  time  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  agents  in  the  territory  that 
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incited  the  iuhabitauts  to  overthrow  tlie  Spanish  j^overumeut. 
This  part  I  only  know  from  hearsay.  The  malcontents,  hav- 
ing joined  some  adventurers  from  Mississippi,  marched  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  on  the  foot  at  Baton  Roujjje,  which 
was  falling  in  ruins.  The  garrison  was  only  composed  of 
about  fifteen  invalid  soldiers,  commanded  by  Don  Louis  de 
Grandprc,  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  and  son  of  the 
deceased  governor.  The  besiegers  were  on  horseback  and 
armed  with  carbines  and  pistols,  and  they  could  and  did  ride 
into  the  fort  on  their  horses,  where  there  was  only  a  handful 
of  men  to  conquer.  There  was  not  a  single  cannon  loaded 
nor  even  in  condition  to  be  loaded.  When  the  enemy  arrived 
a  sentinel  gave  the  alarm,  and  (Irandprc  immediately 
asseml^led  his  little  troop,  which  he  ranged  in  order  of  battle, 
and  when  the  attacking  force  was  sufficiently  near,  a  voice 
from  its  ranks  called  upon  him  to  surrender.  He  replied. 
'  Only  under  fire !'  and  the  discharge  was  immediate. 

"Almost  all  of  the  shots  were  directed  on  the  unfortunate 
young  man,  who  fell  stricken  by  five  bullets.  He  died 
twenty-four  hours  afterward,  it  was  during  the  night  of 
22d  to  23d  of  September,  1810,  exactly  thirty-one  years  after 
the  taking  of  the  same  fort  by  Galvez,  that  Louis  de  Grand- 
pre  fell  a  victim  to  honor  and  duty.  Even  his  enemies  wept 
his  loss  and  followed  his  remains  to  their  last  resting  place. 
The  taking  of  the  fort  at  Baton  Rouge  can  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered a  victory,  and  the  death  of  (irandprc  was  a  nuirder 
without  necessity,  but  there  is  a  tendency  to  make  a  brilliant 
affair  of  a  miserable  skirmish.  History  must  tell  the  truth. 
The  taking  of  the  fort  at  Baton  Rouge  in  1810  did  no  honor 
to  the  victors." 

After  the  capture  of  the  fort,  the  convention  that  had  au- 
thorized it  openly  assumed  power  and  absolute  control  of  the 
government  of  West  Florida,  and  ordered  Col.  Tliomas,  com- 
manding the  militia,  to  repair  to  St.  Helena  and  Sjjringtield. 
This  he  did  with  the  promptness  and  alacrity  of  a  true  sol- 
dier, and  on  the  -Ith  and  otli  of  October  the  two  places  re- 
spectively surrendered  without  resistance.  Shepard  Brown, 
one   of  the   associate  judges   with    DeLassus,  and    who  was 
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looked  ui)uii  as  the  special  confederate  of  the  commander, 
surrendered  and  threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  conven- 
tion on  October  the  8th,  and  on  the  same  day  this  body  or- 
dered him  in  close  confinement,  holding,  at  the  same  time, 
that  two  such  traitors  as  he  and  DeLassus  scarce  deserved 
such  leniency  at  their  hands.  Previously,  however,  and  it 
mig'ht  be  said  the  first  action  of  the  convention,  was  the 
unanimously  adopted  dechu-atiou  of  independence,  which 
lias  already  been  published  and  so  intelligently  commented 
upon  by  Mr.  Gayarre  as  to  need  no  repetition  here,  but  on 
the  same  day,  September  26,  1810,  they  issued  to  the  people 
of  West  Florida  the  foHowing  proclamation,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  published  and  circulated,  and  which  is  now  re- 
produced here  from  a  print  of  the  time : 

' '  By  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  West  Florida,  in 
Convention  Assembled — 

"  PROCLAMATION. 

'  •  The  several  Districts  of  West  Florida  having  been  de- 
clared a  Free  and  Independent  State  by  a  solemn  act  of  this 
Convention  made  and  published  this  day,  we  hasten  to  con- 
gratulate our  fellow-citizens  on  this  fortunate  event,  and  to 
assure  them  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  in  or- 
der to  secure  to  our  constituents  and  to  our  country  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  equal  rights,  and  to  establish  those  rights 
on  a  permanent  foundation. 

"  In  the  meantime  the  laws  heretofore  observed  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  and  the  deterniining  of  the  right  of 
property  remain  in  full  force  as  far  as  the  situation  of  the 
country  will  permit.  The  ordinances  and  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  the  22d  of  August  last,  are  considered  as  law,  agree- 
ably to  the  proclamation  of  that  date,  excepting  only  that  the 
powers  vested  in  the  Governor  by  that  ordinance  will  be  ex- 
ercised by  this  Convention  for  the  time  being,  and  until  some 
permanent  regulations  be  made  for  the  better  government  of 
this  commonwealth. 

"Done  m  Convention  on  this  Wednesday,  September  26, 
A.  D.  1810,  and  Independence  of  Florida  the  first. 

"John  Rhea,  President.'" 
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Another  of  the  first  duties  of  the  couvention  was  to  regu- 
late tlie  rate  of  taxation,  which  it  did  by  dividing  lands  into 
first,  second  and  third  quality,  on  the  first  of  which  the  tax 
was  fixed  at  six  rials  per  hundred  arpcnts ;  on  the  second, 
four  rials,  and  on  the  third,  two  rials;  while  it  was  also  made 
the  duty  of  the  alcades  in  each  division  to  estimate  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  lands,  and  it  was  provided  that  the  re- 
turns were  to  be  made  through  the  district  commanders  to  the 
clerk  of  the  superior  courts. 

Ou  the  16th  of  October  a  meeting  was  discovered  in  the  fort 
at  Baton  Rouge.  The  mutineers  were  headed  by  one  Captain 
Cook,  and  Jiad  for  their  obiect  the  liberation  of  Delassus 
and  Shepard  Brown,  but  the  plot  was  discovered.  Cook  and 
two  confederates  were  arrested  and  ordered  out  of  the  prov- 
ince, never  to  return  on  penalty  of  death. 

The  convention  about  this  time  passed  an  ordinance,  allow- 
ing all  persons  residing  in  the  commonwealth  to  import 
slaves  belonging  to  them  without  paying  tax,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  promulgated  another  law  to  draft  a  constitution  for 
a  republican  form  of  government,  and  nominate  legislative 
and  executive  officers  thereunder.  The  convention  met  and 
prepared  a  proper  constitution,  much  after  the  same  style  as 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  thereunder  Fiilwar  Shipwith 
was  nominated  and  elected  on  the  7th  of  November  to  the 
governorship  of  the  new  republic. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  anticipate  a  little  in  this  historical 
narrative.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  to  return  to  the  conven- 
tion and  .its  session  in  early  October,  when,  with  the  consent 
of  this  body.  Colonel  Thomas  organized  an  expedition  to 
capture  the  posts  of  the  gulf  coast  as  far  as  the  Perdido 
river,  and  Col.  Reuben  Kemper,  the  fiery  and  warlike  Amer- 
ican preacher,  was  j>la('ed  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  for 
that  purpose.  Colonel  Kemper  set  out  immediately  for  the 
neighborhood  of  Mobile,  his  troops,  according  to  himself, 
"  making  a  tine  .show  in  llie  mellow  autumn  sunlight,  and 
with  (consciousness  of  right  in  their  breasts,  and  that  the  eye 
of  God  was  upon  them."*     On  reaching  Pascagoula,  Colonel 


•From  u  .MS.  letter  of  Kemper. 
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Kemper  engaged  the  services  of  two  prominent  men,  Ste.ling 
Dupree  and  Peter  Nicola,  whom  he  commissioned  respectively 
with  the  titles  of  major  and  captain  on  the  part  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  under  the  flag  of  West  Florida  Kemper  and  his 
associates  captured  many  places  on  the  coast,  and  approached 
so  near  the  defences  of  Mobile  as  to  alarm  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernor Foleh,  who  wrote  a  letter  to  President  Madison,  ap- 
pealing urgently  to  him  to  send  all  the  troops  from  Fort 
Stoddard  to  help  him  drive  Kemper  back  to  Baton  Rouge. 

This  letter  is  a  curiosity  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  State  pa- 
pers under  Foreign  Relations,  but  it  is  not  proposed  here  to 
discuss  it  further  than  to  note  how  remarkable  was  the  atti- 
tude assumed  by  Governor  Folch.  Before  setting  out,  Kem- 
per, who  was  a  man  of  resources,  sent  a  trusty  subordinate, 
Captain  Goss  by  name,  not  only  to  secure  as  far  as  possible 
the  sympathy  of  the  inhabitants,  but  also  to  secure  what  pro: 
visions,  munitions  and  arms  were  necessary  for  the  troops. 
It  was  known  that  a  certain  person,  by  name  Henri  de  la 
Francia,  had  a  great  number  of  Spanish  muskets  in  a  barge 
somewhere  in  the  lakes,  and  to  him  Goss  executed  his  note 
for  the  purchase  of  the  lot,  giving  Kemper  as  security.  Those 
arms  have  an  eventful  history.*  De  la  Francia  first  sued 
Goss,  who  pleaded  that  he  was  Kemper's  subordinate,  and 
acting  under  Kemper's  orders.  Then  he  sued  Kemper,  and 
this  latter  plead  that  he  was  a  subordinate  acting  under  or- 
ders of  the  convention. 

He  sued  the  convention  or  its  members,  and  they  plead 
that  they  were  functus  officio,  having  been  dispersed  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  who  assumed  their  powers,  and 
that  government  thereby  made  itself  responsible  for  the  debts 
of  the  little  free  State.  Finally  he  applied  to  the  govern 
ment,  and  there  the  claim  was  pushed  by  his  heirs. 

They  were  finally  paid  in  1849,  but  only  because  General 
Jackson  had  sworn  before  the  Congressional  Committee  that 
he  truly  believed  the  same  arms  were  sent  down  from  Baton 
Rouge  and  used  in  the  defences  of  New  Orleans,  and  were 


*  Old  lile3  of  National  Intelligencer  and  Debates  in  Congress. 
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thereaftiM-  in  possession  of  the  jjovernmeiit  officials.  In  this 
way  the  De  la  Francia  heirs  j?ot  $48,000  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States,  principal,  interest  and  costs  since  1810.  It  is 
worthy  of  notice,  too,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States  was  favoral)le  to  the  payment  of  the 
chiini  on  the  irronnd  that  the  United  States  g:overnment  had 
made  itself  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  defnnct  government  of 
West  Florida.  This  official  was  no  other  than  that  distiu- 
srnished  jnrist,  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Maryland. 

This  theory  of  the  liability  of  the  government  for  the  debts 
incurred  by  West  Florida  found  support  in  the  attitude  of 
several  Congresses,  and  notably  so  in  the  first  session  of  the 
Nineteenth  Congress,  when  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  House  were  committed  to  an  appropriation  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Delassus,  and  the  bill  was  killed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, though  supported  by  Benton,  Randolph  and  Hayne. 
This  bill  provided  for  the  payment  to  Delassus  of  something 
over  $7000  that  were  proven  to  have  been  taken  from  him 
when  he  was  captured  by  the  forces  of  the  convention  of  Sep- 
tember 23,  1810.  Some  of  this  money  was  his  personal  prop- 
erty and  some  belonged  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  all 
was  used  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  free  State  of  West 
F'lorida. 

But  this  luirrative  has  gone  astray  again,  and  must  return 
to  Baton  Rouge.  It  is  ascertainable  that,  before  Kemper's 
departure,  the  convention  luul  adopted  a  flag  that  has  no 
insignificant  history.  When  it  was  first  determined  to  cap- 
ture the  port,  some  of  the  leaders  suggested  that  a  troop 
without  a  standard  lacked  the  essential  features  of  unity  and 
common  purpose;  therefore  the  suggestion  was  made  to  some 
discreet  ladies  of  the  little  place,  and  they  immediately  set  to 
work  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Neither  historical  records 
nor  tradition  tell  how  those  fair  women  were  able,  for  two 
whole  days,  to  tkeej)  the  .secret,  but  they  did.  and  wIumi  Thonuis' 
forces  reached  Baton  Rouge,  they  found  awaiting  them  a  Hag 
made  of  blue  woolen  nuiterial,  witli  a  large  silver  star  in  the 
centre.  Un  the  morning  of  September  28,  1810.  this  tlag 
waved     Iriiunphantly     fi-oni    tlie   tail    tiagstafT.    ;iii(i    tiict-e   it 
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remained  imtil  snpplanted  by  the  '^  stars  aud  stripes."  The 
convention,  a  few  days  afterward,  adopted  it  as  the  flag  of 
West  Florida. 

There  seems  to  have  arisen  differences  of  opinion  among 
the  residents  of  the  territory,  all  of  whom  have  joined  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  as  to  the  futnre  of  the  govern- 
ment. Primarily,  a  great  many  were  in  favor  of  immediate 
annexation  to  the  United  States,  and  application  for  protec- 
tion was  made  therefor,  by  the  convention.  This  party  was 
headed  by  the  influence  of  Thomas  and  a  friend  of  his  from 
the  St.  Helena  district,  by  the  name  of  Larry  Moore. 

With  the  idea  of  emphasizing  their  position  as  Americans, 
these  two  men  had  themselves  elected  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion soon  to  be  held  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  that  was  to 
discuss  a  Constitution  for  the  then  prospective  State  of  Louis- 
iana, and  to  memorialize  Congress  for  admission  as  a  State. 

In  Colonel  Sparks'  "Memoirs  of  Fifty  Years,"  he  gives 
an  excellent  and  ludicrous  account  of  the  proceedings,  though 
he  mistakes  legislature  for  convention  and  State  for  Terri- 
tory. With  these  exceptions,  the  local  press  of  the  period 
bears  him  out.     See  Sparks,  page  392. 

About  the  same  time  that  this  comedy  was  being  acted,  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  rendered  a  very 
elaborate  and  important  opinion.  The  decision  is  reported  in 
1  Martim,  page  151,  entitled  Newcombe  vs.  Skipwith,  and  the 
statement  of  the  case  is  as  follows :  ' '  This  is  an  action  on 
which  process  of  attachment  has  been  sued  out  and  levied  on 
a.  negro  woman,  the  property  of  defendant,  who  is  stated  to 
be  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Monte  Sano,  near  Baton  Rouge, 
under  Sec  11  of  Act  of  1805,  etc.,  which  authorizes  the  issu- 
ing of  that  process  '  for  the  recovery  of  a  debt  due  from  a 
person  residing  out  of  the  territory.'  The  defendant,  alleging 
that  Monte  Sano  is  within  this  territory,  has  prayed  that  the 
process  of  attachment  may  be  set  aside." 

Well,  the  process  was  set  aside,  and  Judge  Martin,  as  the 
organ  of  the  court,  in  a  very  elaborate  opinion,  giving  a  com- 
plete review  and  close  analysis  of  the  treaties  of  1763,  1783, 
1800  and  1803,  decided  conclusively  that  West  Florida  was 
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ceded  with  the  balance  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  Monte  Sano  formed  part  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 
This  decision  is  of  great  historical  importance,  and  has  cer- 
tainly escaped  the  notice  of  our  historians. 

Meanwhile  the  Independent  State  Party  in  West  Florida 
adopted  their  constitution  as  has  already  been  said,  elected 
Fulwar  Skipwith  as  governor,  and  he  was  inaugurated  on  the 
iJDth  of  November,  1810,  when  he  pronounced  his  inaugural 
address,  which  is  a  document  published  in  several  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  period  and  is  replete  with  patriotic  senti- 
ments and  sound,  substantial  advice.     It  opens  as  follows: 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatires: 
Called  by  your  joint  and  unanimous  suffrages  to  fill  the  office  of 
chief  magistrate  under  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  people 
of  this  commonwealth,  I  repair  with  a  full  sense  of  my  own 
imperfect  (qualifications  to  that  critical  and  honorable  post, 
believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  at  this  moment  to 
implicitly  obey  the  call  of  his  country." 

After  carefully  outlining  his  course  of  future  action  and 
the  proper  ))aths  to  pursue  in  private  and  official  life,  and 
after  paying  an  eloquent  and  just  tribute  to  the  virtues  and 
fame  of  Washington,  he  closes  :  "It  remains  for  us  by  all  the 
mean^  in  our  power  to  support  a  character  so  honorable  to  our- 
selves and  to  our  country.  By  the  example,  conduct  and  appli- 
cation to  their  respective  duties  of  all  public  functionaries, 
the  degraded  and  licentious  among  us  can  be  best  imhued 
with  those  precepts  of  order,  decorum  and  subordination 
which  distinguish  so  pre-eminently  civilized  from  savage  man, 
and  which  must  be  among  the  first  and  most  cherished  laws 
of  Heaven,  since  we  see  their  divine  essence  expressed  in  the 
fall  of  animate  and  inanimate  creation  (sic)."  But  in  the 
midst  of  its  life  West  Florida  was  doomed  to  end  its 
"  ephenu-ral  existence,"  for  on  the  29th  of  October  President 
Madison  issued  his  proclamation  to  Governor  Claiborne  to 
take  possession  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  7th 
of  December  this  latter  distinguished  gentleman  came  down 
from  Nat<"he/,  to  Baton  Rouge,  an<l  in  ol)edience  to  in- 
structions the  "  Stars  and  Stripes  "  replaced  the  argent  star 
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ou  a  blue  field ;  the  government  of  the  free  State  peacefully 
dissolved ;  its  troops  disbanded  and  its  citizens  enrolled 
themselves  among  the  truest  and  stanchest  of  the  Great  Re- 
public. 

Mr.  Gayarre  gives  such  a  complete  history  of  these  events  that 
it  is  useless  to  repeat  the  details,  except  to  add  that  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  and  the  occupation  of  the  territory  were 
the  subject  of  much  wrangling  and  debate  in  Congress,  while 
the  speeches  of  Clay,  Rhea,  Quincy,  Pope,  and  Horsey  form 
important  chapters  of  Louisiana  history. 

It  would  not  be  amiss  to  append  what  may  be  known  of 
Thomas,  probably  the  central  figure  of  this  remarkable  revo- 
lution, and  who  died  a  hero,  honored  and  revered.  Through 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Beer,  is  given  from  Lanman's  Biography 
for  the  First  Century  of  Civil  Government  of  the  United 
States  the  following:  "  Thomas,  Philemon  ;  native  of  South 
Carolina ;  fought  during  Revolutionary  War  against  British. 
Lived  some  years  in  Kentucky,  and  was  a  member  of  her 
Legislature.  Removed  to  Louisiana.  In  1810  and  1811  headed 
insurrection  which  freed  West  Florida  from  Spain.  Con- 
gressman from  Louisiana  1831  to  1835.  Died  in  Baton  Rouge 
Nov.  18,  1847,  aged  83  years." 

This  authority  would  seem  to  lack  somewhat  of  correctness, 
and  the  following  is  the  epitaph  on  his  tombstone,  in  the 
National  Cemetery  at  Baton  Rouge  : 

"  To  the  memory  of  General  Philemon  Thomas,  who  was 
born  in  Orange  county,  Va.,  February  9,  1763,  and  died  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  November  18,  1847.  This  tablet  is  erected 
by  his  children.  He  was  a  soldier  of  '76  and  '14,  and  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  that  framed  the  constitution  of  Ken- 
tucky and  a  member  of  her  legislature. 

"  He  moved  to  Louisiana  in  1806.  Commanded  the  forces 
which  captured  the  Spanish  fort  at  Baton  Rouge  in  1810. 
Served  many  years  in  the  legislature  of  Louisiana ;  was  twice 
elected  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Throughout 
his  career  he  was  called  a  patriot  and  a  good  citizen.  We  know 
him  to  be  a  kind  father  and  a  firm  Christian. 
''  *  Sic  t'lhi  sit  terra  levis.''  " 
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From  Sparks,  who  knew  liiiii  well,  and  served  with  him  in 
several  State  le^nslatnres,  the  followins:  is  quoted : 

'•  But  of  all  the  participants  in  tliis  affair  Tl)onias  was  most  con- 
spiriioiis  and  most  roinarkahlc  lie  was  almost  entirely  without  educa- 
tion, but  was  gifted  with  great  good  sense,  a  bold  and  honest  soul  and 
a  n'Miarkablc  natural  eloquence.  His  manner  was  alwa.vs  natural  and 
genial,  never,  under  any  circumstances,  emltarrassed  or  affected,  and 
in  whatever  company  he  was  thrown,  or  however  much  a  stranger 
to  the  company,  somehow  he  became  the  conspicuous  man  in  a  short 
time.  The  character  in  his  face,  the  Hash  of  liis  eye.  the  remarkable 
self-possession,  the  natural  dignity  of  deportment  and  liis  greatgood 
sense  attracted  and  won  every  one.  In  all  liis  transactions  he  was  the 
same  plain,  honest  man.  never,  under  any  circumstances,  deviating 
from  trutli — ^plain.  unvarnished  truth;  rigidly  stern  in  morals  but  emi- 
nently charitable  to  the  shortcomings  of  others.  He  was.  from  child- 
hood, reared  in  a  new  country,  amid  rude,  uncultivated  people,  and  was 
a  noble  s]»ecimen  of  a  frontier  man:  without  the  amenities  of  cultivated 
life,  or  the  polish  of  education,  yet  with  all  the  virtues  of  the  Christian 
heart,  and  these,  perhaps,  the  more  prominently  because  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  others.  It  was  frequently  remarked  by  him  that  he  did 
not  tliink  education  would  have  been  of  any  advantage  to  him.  It  en- 
abled men.  with  pretty  words,  to  hide  their  thoughts  and  deceive  their 
fellow-men  with  a  grace  and  ease  he  despised,  and  it  might  have  acted 
so  with  him.  but  would  have  made  him  a  worse  and  a  more  unhappy 
man.  He  now  never  did  or  said  anything  that  he  was  ashamed  to  think 
of.  He  did  not  want  to  conceal  his  feelings  and  o^iinions,  because  he 
did  not  know  how  to  do  it.  and  he  was  sure  if  lie  attempted  it  he  should 
make  a  fool  of  himself,  for  lies  recpiired  so  much  dressing  up  in  pretty 
words  to  make  them  look  like  truth  that  he  should  fail  for  want  of 
words,  and  truth  was  always  prettiest  when  naked.  In  the  main  the 
General  was  correct,  but  there  are  some  who  lie  with  a  naivete  so  per- 
fect that  even  he  would  have  deemed  it  truth  naked  and  unadorned." 

From  an  old  resident  of  Baton  Koujre,  now  livino:,  it  is 
learned  that  Thomas  kei)t  a  jrroeery,  whereon  Imiiir  a  sig'n 
advertising  ^'Congliphi/  for  sail,''  and  other  similar  specimens 
of  his  crnd**  education  have  been  ^'iven.  In  the  old  State 
House  a  tablet  was  erected  to  his  memory,  but  was  broken  In' 
the  fire  in  1S()2  and  its  pieces  have  been  kept  as  souvenirs  by 
many  of  tlw  inhabitants  of  Baton  Rou^e.  The  iuseripliou 
on  the  tablet  has  not  been  ascertained.  There  now  hangs  in 
the  Senate  chand)er  a  handsome  portrait  of  the  general,  for 
audi  he  became  in  the  war  of  1812.     His  opponent,  Grand- 
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pre,  as  has  already  been  shown,  was  a  younj^er  man,  but 
none  the  less  a  brave  soldier.  One  of  his  necrologists,  for 
there  were  several,  said:  "II  est  mort  avec  le  calme  et  la 
serenite  d'uue  grande  ame,  et  ses  derniers  moments  ont  mis 
le  sceau  a  la  noblesse  de  son  caraet^re.  Qiielqne  pro  fond  que 
dut-etre  dans  un  coeur  aussi  genereux  que  le  sien,  le  souve- 
nir des  persecutions  atroces  que  son  respectable  pere  venait 
d'essuyer  au  service  espagnol,  il  parait  oublier  qu'elles  avaient 
empoisonue  et  sans  doute  avance  le  terme  de  ses  jours ;  il 
n'ecoute  que  la  voix  de  I'honneur,  et  ce  valeureux  Creole 
voulut  prouver  par  ce  noble  'devouement  que  les  homraes  de 
sou  sang  n'avaient  jamais  su  ni  intriguer,  ui  trahir,  mais 
qu'ils  savaient  pardonner,  combattre  et  perir  pour  la  defense 
de  la  cause  qu'ils  avaient  embrassee." 

About  the  personality  of  this  young  soldier  has  shone  the 
light  of  glory  and  of  romance,  for  something  more  tangible 
than  tradition  relates  the  differences  of  opinion  existing  be- 
tween him  and  his  superior,  Delassus,  and  his  warnings  to 
this  latter  form  a  chapter  of  prudence  scarce  to  be  credited  to 
his  twenty -three  years, 

De  Grandpre  was  in  love,  and  if  this  love  was  not  recipro- 
cal, then  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  a  telepathy  in  dream- 
land, from  an  agony  of  suffering  and  sorrow,  from  a  life-long 
celibacy,  falls  without  value.  His  lady-love,  Josephine  by 
name,  lived  m  the  American  territory  and  her  people,  high- 
standing  Creoles  of  noble  ancestry  like  himself,  were  of 
American  allegiance. 

Frequent,  therefore,  were  his  visits  across  the  river  only  a 
few  miles  above  his  post,  nearly  opposite  the  village  of  Monte 
Sano,  and  there  at  her  father's  house,  standing  to  this  day 
intact  beneath  the  shades  of  towering  oak  and  pecan  trees, 
was  the  trysting  place.  A  young  woman  brilliant  in  intel- 
lectual and  artistic  requirements,  beautiful  in  face  and  form, 
an  angel  in  love  and  sympathy — these  were  his  lofty  aspira- 
tions. There,  surrounded  by  his  dearest  and  fondest  hopes, 
the  evening  of  the  22d  of  September  was  passed.  He  very 
frequently  remained  over  night,  and  the  parents  of  the  young 
lady  insisted  very  much  that  this  should  be  no  exception  to 
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the  rule.  Imt  he  ileehtred  the  state  of  the  country  to  be  such, 
that  if  anything  occurred  in  his  absence  he  could  never  for- 
give himself  an  apparent  neglect  of  duty.  The  young  woman 
commended  him  and  figuratively  buckled  his  armor  for  the 
approaching  strife,  and  soon  from  his  gliding  boat  he  waved 
her  his  last  adieux. 

The  family  retired  for  the  night.  l)ut  in  the  early  morning 
were  suddenly  awakened  by  cries  from  Josephine's  room. 
All  rushed  to  her  immediately,  making  vain  attem])ts  to  dis- 
cover the  cause  of  her  despair.  She  grew  hysterical  and  it 
was  some  moments  before  she  could  tell  of  a  dream  she  had, 
wherein  she  saw  troops  attacking  the  fort  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
horseback.  She  saw  Graudpre  defending  the  place  alone, 
she  saw  him  mortally  wounded,  and  she  saw  him  dying.  She 
must  go  to  him  and  nothing  could  dissuade  her.  Finally, 
her  father  and  l)rother  were  persuaded  to  take  her  to  him. 
They  embarked  in  a  skiff  for  that  purpose  and  on  reaching 
the  town  she  had  her  dream  confirmed. 

She  never  left  him  until  the  grave  closed  over  his  mortal 
remains,  and  she  lived  a  single  life — wedded  only  to  her  art, 
her  brush  and  her  pencil — until  prematurely  called  to  an- 
swer the  summons  from  above. 

The  death  of  Grandpre  was  considered  by  the  convention 
sitting  as  a  public  calamity,  and  this  body  not  only  wore  his 
mourning,  but  did  all  the  honors  possible  to  his  memory  and 
gave  public  evidences  of  their  appreciation  of  his  virtues,  tal- 
ents and  valor,  while  the  papers  published  his  praises  in  these 
lines : 

••  Un  seul  trepas  ternit  votre  victoire 
En  y  mc'lant  la  plus  juste  douleur. 
I.fiiiis  (1p  Grandpre,  guidr  par  .«a  valeur. 
De  blessure-s  courbc'',  toiubo  uouvert  de  gloire. 
.leune  heros,  que  ce  beau  devouemenl 
•Ictte  dV'olat  sur  ton  dernier  moment! 
Au  luilif'u  d«'.s  ro;;rots  (|u'()n  donno  a  ta  nn'-iiioin'. 
Un  nc  pful  s'cMiix'clicr  d'cnviur  ton  trepas, 
Modt"'le  do  I'lionnciir  tii  vivras  dans  Thlstoire 
F]nln'  .lumonville  et  d'Assap.*' 


31 


THE  CAPTURE  OP  PORT  CHARLOTTE,  MOBILE. 
By  William  Beek,  Librarian  of  the  Howard  Library. 

On  inquiry  at  the  Record  Office  in  London  in  July,  1895, 
I  found  that  under  the  heading?  Colonial  Records  there  ex- 
isted in  thirteen  volumes  a  complete  series  of  documents  rela- 
tive to  the  history  of  the  British  colony  of  West  Plorida.  I 
made  a  few  notes,  among  which  the  more  interesting  related  to 
the  taking  of  Port  Charlotte,  Mobile,  by  Galvez. 

Grayarre  states  that  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Baton 
Rouge  "on  the  5th  of  Pebruary,  1780,  Galvez  sailed  from 
the  Balize  with  2000  men,  composed  of  regulars,  of  the  militia 
of  the  colony,  and  of  some  companies  of  free  blacks."  In  the 
Gulf  he  was  overtaken  by  a  storm,  which  crippled  some  of  his 
vessels.  After  some  delay  Galvez  succeeded  in  landing 
his  army  on  the  eastern  point  of  Mobile  river,  but  in  such 
confusion  that  had  Gen.  Campbell,  who  was  at  Pensacola, 
marched  immediately  against  them  he  might  have  secured  an 
easy  victory.  Por  this  Galvez  had  made  provision,  but  learn- 
ing from  his  spies  that  the  English  showed  no  sign  of  sally- 
ing from  Pensacola  he  decided  to  attack  Port  Charlotte. 

After  the  summons  to  surrender  and  the  reception  of 
Captain  Durnford's  reply  sea  batteries  were  erected,  and  a 
breach  having  been  made  in  the  fort  its  commander  capitu- 
lated. 

In  illustration  of  this  I  read  the  following  letters : 
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A  LA  POINTE  DES  ChAKTO,  \ 


le  1  Mars,  1780. 

Monsieur — Si  j 'avals  moins  de  deux  mille  hommes  a  mes 
ordres,  et  si  vous  aviez  plus  de  cent  soldats  et  quelques  mate- 
lots,  je  ne  vous  ferais  pas  la  proposition  de  vous  rendre,  mais 
la  grande  inegalite  des  forces  nous  met  dans  le  cas — vous  de 
ceder  immediatement  ou  moi  de  vous  faire  subir  toutes  les 
extremites  de  la  guerre,  si  une  resistance  inutile  et  deplacee 
irrite  la  patience  de  mes  troupes,  trop  ennay^es  par  quelques 
contretemps.  Aujourd'hui  je  suis  pret  a  vous  accorder  une 
capitulation  reguliere  et  conforme  aux  circonstances — demain 
peut-§tre  il  n'y   aura   plus   d'autre   parti  pour  vous  que   le 
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rt'peutir  iiifriK'tueiix  de  ir avoir  pas  accepte  nia  propositiou  en 
favenr  des  niallu'ureux  qui  sout  sous  votre  comniandeinent. 
.I'ai  riioinieur  d'etre,  Monsieur, 
Voti-f  tn''s  liuinble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 
(Signed)  B.  de  Galvez. 

An  Capitaine  Durnford,  Fort  Charlotte,  Mobile. 

Fort  Charlotte,  Mobile,  1  March,  1780. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  sunnnons  to  surrender  immediately  the  Fort  to 
your  Excellency's  superior  forces. 

The  differences  of  number,  I  am  convinced,  are  greatly  iu 
your  favor,  sir.  but  mine  are  nuich  beyond  your  Excellency's 
conception,  and  was  I  to  give  up  this  Fort  on  your  demand  I 
should  be  regarded  as  a  traitor  to  my  king  and  country.  My 
love  for  both,  aiul  my  own  honor,  direct  my  heart  to  refuse 
surrendei'iug  tliis  Fort  until  I  am  under  conviction  that  resist 
ance  is  in  vain. 

The  generosity  of  your  Excellency's  mind  is  well  known  to 
my  l)rother  officers  and  soldiers,  and  should  it  be  my  mis- 
fortune to  be  added  to' their  number  {sic)  a  heart  full  of  gen- 
erosity and  valor  will  ever  consider  brave  men  lighting  for 
their  country  as  obiects  of  esteem  and  not  revenge.  I  have 
the  honor  to  l)e,  etc. 

(Signed)  Elias  Durnford. 

(U>v.  D.  B.  de  Galvez. 

FoR'j'  Charlotte,  Mobile,  14th  March,  1780. 

(rf-)l.   ('.lUltphcll: 

Snt — It  is  my  misfortune  to  inform  you  that  this  morning 
my  smnll  but  brave  gari'ison  marched  down  the  breach,  and 
surrendered  tliemsflves  prisoners  of  war  to  General  Bernardo 
de  Galvez'  superior  arms.  I  write  for  your  information,  and 
request  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  Mrs.  Durnford 
that  I  am  in  good  health,  and  that  she  ought  to  be  under  no 
uneasiness  at  my  fate.  When  it  is  in  my  power  to  send  you 
the  capitulation  and  state  preceding  it  for  a  few  days,  will  do 
it;  in  the  mciiutime  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  no  man  in  the  gar- 
rison hath  stained  the  lustre  of  the  British  arms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 
(Signed)  Elias  Durnford. 

Tlic  number  bv  return  of  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners, 
M(I4. 
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Mobile,  2d  March,  1780. 

Sir — Soon  after  I  sent  Land  Express  a  fla^  was  perceived 
in  the  wood,  and  I  sent  an  officer  to  receive  it  at  some  dis- 
tance. This,  as  I  expected,  was  a  summons  to  surrender  to 
Don  Bernardo  de  jGalvez'  Superior  Forces — a  copy  of  which 
you  have  inclosed  with  my  answer  thereto.  The  Fhig  was 
brought  in  Person  by  an  old  acquaintance,  Colonel  Bolyny, 
whe  sent  me  a  polite  card,  wishing  for  the  pleasure  of  an  in- 
terview if  possible,  and  Profession  of  Friendship,  although 
we  were  National  enemies :  on  which  I  sent  Mr.  Barde  to 
conduct  him  into  the  Fort  with  the  customary  ceremony, 
where  he  dined  and  continued  until  near  five  o'clock,  drink- 
ing a  cheerful  Glass  to  the  healths  of  our  King  and  Friends. 

During  our  conversation  I  found  that  the  Report  of  the 
Shipwreck  was  true ;  he  acknowledged  that  they  had  under- 
gone great  hardships,  but  would  not  allow  to  have  lost  any 
men,  and  informed  me  that  they  were  about  2500  men,  but 
by  trusty  Indians  who  were  sent  by  me  into  the  camp  in  the 
morning,  I  learned  that  a  great  nnmber  were  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  and  that  they  had  landed  no  cannon.  Bolyny 
confirmed  that  we  had  cut  the  cable  and  just  hit  the  Row 
Galley — but  we  are  certain  that  three  nine  Pounders  shot  hit 
her,  and  as  she  is  gone  off  I  suspect  she  is  well  mauled,  for 
yesterday  morning  she  was  seen  opposite  the  Chactaws  on  a 
heal  {sic),  and  I  suppose  is  gone  to  Dog  River  to  repair  the 
damage  received  from  our  shot.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Bolyny 
left  me  I  drew  up  my  Garrison  in  the  square,  read  to  them 
Don  Galvez'  summons,  and  then  told  them  that  if  any  man 
among  them  was  afraid  to  stand  by  me,  that  I  should  open 
the  gate  and  he  should  freely  pass.  This  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  not  a  man  moved.  I  then  read  to  them  my 
answer  to  the  summons,  in  which  they  all  joined  in  three 
cheers  and  then  went  to  our  necessary  work  like  good 
men. 

I  really  believe  their  (the  enemy's)  force  is  greatly  magni- 
fied. I  am, 

(Signed)  Elias  Durnford. 

General  Campbell — Your  great  good  news  hath  just  ar- 
rived. I  thank  you,  dear  Sir,  for  the  consolation  it  affords 
me.  I  need  not  say  that  I  will  defend  Fort  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. The  vessels  I  can  see  from  this  are  in  the  mouth  of 
the  East  Pass  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  Fort.  And 
the  Galvez  Brig  is  one  and  Picklers'  Florida  the  other.  Near 
to   the  Dog   River  are  five   ships  or  Pollacas,  and    I  am   in- 
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f(»ruK'i.l  that  tliree  or  four  are  in  Dog  River  besides  the  Row 
(lallev.     I  am,  etc., 

(Sitrned)  Elias  Durnford. 

4  o'clock  afternoon. 


List  of  C)ki<;inal  Authohities  ox  the  History  of  the 
British  Provence  of  West  Florida,  ix  the  Record 
Office.  Loxdox.* 

A.     America  and   West  Indies. 

•J.'i-J.  ITtU-lTd")         West  Florida Gov.  Geo.  Johnson. 

'2:>^.  I7t;.")-17(><> West  Florida Gov.  Geo.  Johnson. 

...  ,_,.,.  ._,._        ■iir,^,  i?i,  „:  j„  Gov.  Geo.   Johnson  and    I.ieiil. 

-•••^-  I'O*-!'^- We..t  Florida (,^^.   ^^^^^f^,^^  Browne. 

255.  17t>7-17G8 West  Florida Lieut.  Gov.  Browne. 

•i5t).  17t>8-17lj9 West  Florida  Lieut.  Gov.  Browne. 

.,._  ,_,.,.  ,— ,,         wr^^t  T?!-.  .•;!„  Lieut.  Gov.  Browne   and   Litnit. 

-•"■  l'"'-»-l"«        ^^^■'^t  Florida Gov.  Elias  Durnford. 

2.-18.  1770-1771 West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2.V.I.  1771-1772 West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2C.(t.  177_'-1773 West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2til.  177:^-1774         West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2tl2.  1774-177(1        West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2(>:-{.  177";-1777 West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2<14.  1777-177S        West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2(;.-).  177s-17S()        West  Florida Gov.  Peter  Chester. 

2r>(i.  1780-1781  West  Florida Gov.  JVter  Chester. 

.,,._  ,_>Q  ,-.,,         vxr«„»  T.'i^„:.:i„  Military:    Bris^adier.   afterward 

'""'  1'78-1/81         West  Honda Maj.  Gen.  C-anipbell. 

:«I.  17()().  Sept.  22.  to  17(57.  June  20 West  Florida No.  1. 

:«2.  I7(i().  Sept.  2«.  to  1770.  July  U West  Florida      No.  1. 

:«a.  1770.  Sept.  24,  to  1777.  Dec.  25 West  Florida No.  2. 

:^:^4.  1771;.  Dec.   2(i.  to  17S1.  Julv  2 West  Florida No.  3. 

4H8.  17(18.  Feb.    14,  to  1781,  March  7     West  Florida Entry  Book  A. 

53i{.  1702  to  1782 Floridas. 

/;.     Board  of   Trade.     Acts. 
H)2.     1700  to  1771 Florida,  West Nos.  1  to  40. 

•  It  l»  well  known  th.'it  tin;  Hritisli  f^overnnient  is  publishing  very  complete 
calendars  of  tin- 8tutf  pup' rs  jire.served  in  tlie  record  odice  in  Fetter  Lane, 
lA>nd()n.  ImriiiK  my  visit  t(»  I.oiidt)!!  I  hopccl  to  lind  tliat  tlie  i)eriod  1760-1780 
liiid  l<e«'n  reiicliefl,  In  order  to  e.xainine  the  floeunieiits  ri-hitinj;  to  West  Florida. 
I  was  informed  by  .Mr.  .Ma.xwell  Lyte,  the  present  liead  of  the  record  ollice,  that 
It  wuM  little  likely  tliHt  tlii.s  period  would  he  reached  for  several  generatioua, 
since  the  <|iiuntitics  of  state  papers  forthe  years  following  1G50  are  so  enormous 
In  comparison  with  ihose  of  earlier  dates.  The  superintendent  of  tlie  search 
room  wusKOod  enough  to  furnish  a  manuscript  list  of  the  West  Florida  papers, 
whicli  la  given  above. 
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THE  DEFENCES  OF  NEW  ORLEANS  IN  1797. 

[Translated  by  .f.  W.  Cruzat  from  the  Original  Spanish  Document  in 

His  Possession.] 

General  Instructions  in  Case  of   Alarm   or  Attack  on 

THE  City. 

Bkhjadiku  General  Don  Diego  ue   Laza<ja,  Conunander. 

FORT   ST.    CHARLES. 

Don  Pedro  Enrique,  Officer  of  Artillery,  Commander. 

All  the  artillerists  of  the  Royal  Corps,  less  four.  Rein- 
forcements of  headquarters:  Sixty  men  from  both  the  corps 
of  Mexico  and  Louisiana.     Total,  sixty  and  thirty  prisoners. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Colonel  Francisco  Bouliony',  Commanding. 

Four  artillerists  for  the  battalion  pieces  and  all  other  troops 
not  otherwise  assigned  for  this  position ;  also  the  remaining 
prisoners  unemployed  at  St.  Charles  and  the  park. 

Should  there  be  cause  for  the  troops  to  abandon  the  head- 
quarters they  will  pass  in  the  rear  and  camp  between  the 
house  of  vSigu*  and  the  fort. 

They  will  immediately  raise  a  breastwork  around  the  said 
house,  behind  which  will  be  placed  a  detachment  of  forty 
men,  also  another  of  fifteen  in  the  mill  of  Mr.  Sign,  in  order 
to  preserve  communication  with  Fort  St.  Charles. 

ARTILLERY    PARK. 
The  Commander  of  Artiller.v.  Don  Carlos  Daunoi".   Commanding. 

Twelve  men  from  the  regulars,  commanded  by  an  inferior 
officer,  and  twenty  prisoners. 

GALLEYS,  GUNBOATS. 

The  galleys  and  light  gunboats  will  station  themselves  near 
the  Park  Battery,  in  order  to  remove  immediately,  with  what- 
ever boats  may  be  found,  from  the  stores  all  arms,  ammuni- 

*  This  Mr.  Sigu  was  probably  Lorenzo  Sigur,  whose  plantation  near  Fort  St. 
Charles  was  sold  to  Peter  de  Marigny,  December  18,  1798.  See  Trudeau's  map 
of  1798. 
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tion  and  provisions,  trausporting  the  whole  to  the  house  of 
Sign,  and  this  task  aceoniplished,  they  will  maintain  them 
selves  under  cover  of  the  fire  from  Fort  St.  Charles. 

TREASURY. 

The  treasury  will  also  be  transferred  to  the  house  of  Sign, 
the  roof  of  which  will  be  lowered  to  avoid  fire. 

POWDER    MAGAZINE. 

All  the  powder  which  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  siiall 
be  transported  to  this  side  and  placed  in  the  ])owder  magazine 
of  Fort  St.  Charles,  which  will  be  covered  with  heavy  beams 
and  breastworks  on  all  sides,  as  also  the  provisions  of  said 
fort.  This  magazine  will  furnish  all  the  provisions  of  the 
city. 

TOOLS   AND    ARMS, 

All  tools,  such  as  spades,  hoes  and  pick-axes  necessary  to 
raise  breastworks  will  be  transferred  by  the  prisoners,  to- 
gether with  the  arms  from  the  armory  and  headquarters,  to 
the  house  of  Sign. 

REDOUBT   ST.  JOHN. 
Commander,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Manuel  Perez. 

The  company  of  grenadiers  from  the  battalion  of  militia 
commanded  by  Don  Francisco  Riano ;  fifty  mulattoes  com- 
manded by  their  captain,  Francisco  Dorville  ;  twenty  artiller- 
ists from  the  militia,  commanded  by  their  captain,  Don 
Miguel  Fortier. 

Having  sufficient  forces,  the  house  and  pigeon-house  of 
Treme  will  be  0(;cupied  to  defend  the  battery  which  will  be 
established  under  the  protection  of  the  pigeon-house. 

RAMPART   ST.  JOHN. 

The  first  half  of  the  third  company  of  the  battalion  of 
militia  commanded  by  its  captain,  Don  Juan  Durel ; 

Thirty  negroes  commanded  by  their  first  lieutenant,  Pedro 
Thomas ; 
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Ten  artillerists  commaiided  by  Don  Fruucisco  Durel. 

The  wiiole  under  the  orders  of  Don  Manuel  Perez,  who  will 
coininand  also  half  of  the  palisades,  ri^ht  and  left,  between 
the  forts. 

PORT    ST.    FERDINAND. 
Coimnand«r.  Captain  of  the  Kegimeul  of  Regulars.  Don   Ignatm) 

CuALMET  i)K  Lino. 

The  half  eonipany  of  the  battalion  of  militia,  commanded 
by  its  captain,  Don  Miguel  Roig. 

Fifty  men  from  the  company  of  free  negroes,  commanded 
by  its  captain,  Noel  Cariere. 

A  corporal  and  twenty  artillerists  of  militia,  commanded 
by  the  second  lieutenant,  Don  Pablo  Darcantel. 

The  half  of  the  palisades  between  the  forts  to  the  right  and 
left  to  remain  equally  under  his  orders. 

PORT    BURGUNDY. 
Colonel  of  Militia,  Don  Andres  Almonester,  Commander. 

The  second  half  of  the  second  company  of  the  regiment  of 
militia,  commanded  by  Don  Antonio  Griffon  and  Don  Cris- 
toval  de  Armas. 

Forty  men  of  the  company  of  free  mulattoes,  commanded 
by  its  captain,  Carlos  Simon. 

Sixteen  artillerists  of  the  militia,  commanded  by  its  first 
lieutenant,  Don  Julian  Vienne. 

The  ramparts  between  Forts  Burgundy  and  St.  Ferdinand, 
and  also  one-half  of  the  palisades  between  the  ramparts,  right 
and  left,  will  also  remain  under  his  orders. 

RAMPART    BURGUNDY. 

The  first  half  of  the  second  company,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Don  Antonio  Argote,  a  sergeant  and  six  artillerists  from 
the  company  of  militia. 

FORT   ST.  LOUIS.  ' 

Commander,  Don  Gilberto  Andry,  Captain  of  Regulars. 
The  second  half  of  the  first  company  of  the  battalion  of 
militia,  commanded  by  Don  Lorenzo  Wiltz. 
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Twenty-five  men  of  the  company  of  free  mulattoes,  com- 
manded by  the  first  lieutenant. 

A  corporal  and  fifteen  men  of  the  company  of  artillery  of 
the  militia. 

With  sufficient  forces  the  house  of  Don  Josef  Hevia  will  be 
occupied,  after  having  lowered  its  roof  and  loopholed  the 
walls  for  the  fusiliers. 

The  fortifications  between  Forts  Burgundy  and  St.  Louis 
will  remain  under  his  orders,  as  also  half  of  the  palisades 
between  the  mentioned  fort  and  the  rampart. 

RAMPART   ST.  LOUIS. 

The  first  half  of  the  first  company  of  the  battalion  of 
militia  commanded  by  Don  Pedro  Laroche. 

A  sergeant  and  six  artillerists  of  the  company  of  militia. 

The  second  half  of  the  third  company  of  militia,  com- 
manded by  Don  Ursino  Durel,  and  in  case  of  his  absence, 
by  Don  Yizente  LeSassier  and  Don  Louis  Awart. 

RAMPART   ST.  CHARLES. 

A  sergeant  and  six  artillerists  of  the  company  of  militia. 
One-half  of  the  palisades,  between  Fort  St.  Charles  and  the 
rampart,  will  remain  under  his  orders. 

PALISADES. 

The  palisades  between  the  forts  will  be  garrisoned  by  the 
neighbors  not  already  enlisted  in  the  different  corps  of  the 
city,  and  to  avoid  all  confusion  they  will  be  distributed  as 
follows : 

The  neighbors  of  the  First  District  to  the  palisades 
between  Forts  St.  Charles  and  St.  John. 

The  neighbors  of  the  Second  District  to  those  between  St. 
Louis  and  Burgundy. 

The  neighbors  of  the  Third  District  to  the  palisades 
between  the  Fort  St.  John  and  St.  Ferdinand. 

The  neighbors  of  the  last  district  to  the  palisades  between 
St.  Ferdinand  and  Burgundy. 

The  Dragoons  of  Louisiana  will  follow  the  general. 
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CAVALRY. 

The  dragoons  of  Mexico  will  form  \n  battle  line  to  the 
riii'ht  of  the  two  companies  of  carbineers,  in  the  square,  in 
front  of  the  Charity  Hospital ;  the  company  of  St.  John  form- 
ing the  centre  of  both  corps.  They  will  charge  together  with 
greatest  speed  the  enemy  whenever  they  attempt  to  penetrate 
within  the  fortification,  without  allowing  them  time  to  re- 
form themselves  before  entering  the  streets. 

SIGNAL   OF   ALARM. 

Three  consecutive  cannon  shots  from  Fort  St.  Charles, with 
the  flag  of  the  navy  flying  during  the  day,  or  a  lantern,  if  at 
night,  will  constitute  the  signal  of  alarm  or  attack. 

SIGNAL   TO    WITHDRAW   TO    FORT   ST.    CHARLES. 

Three  consecutive  cannon  shots,  with  a  white  flag  flying 
from  any  fort,  if  during  the  day,  or  three  lanterns,  if  at 
night,  will  be  the  signal  for  all  troops  to  withdraw  to  Fort 
St.  Charles,  after  having  disabled  the  guns. 

SIGNAL   TO    EVACUATE    THE    PARK    AND    MAGAZINE. 

One  cannon  shot  and  a  white  flag  under  the  marine  flag 
from  Fort  St.  Charles  will  be  the  signal  to  evacuate  the  Ar- 
tillery Park  and  the  magazines. 

(Signed)  The  Baron  de  Carondelet. 

New  Orleans,  June  5,  1797. 

P.  S. — The  major  of  the  garrison,  immediately  after  the 
signal  of  alarm  or  attack,  will  call  around  at  each  post  of  the 
city,  beginning  with  Fort  St.  John  and  others,  including 
Fort  St.  Louis,  to  verify  if  everything  is  in  order  in  each,  re- 
porting to  the  general,  through  an  orderly,  all  news  and 
errors  which  he  mav  discover. 
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LETTEK  FROM  GENERAL  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Dated  from  Montpelier,  Ala.,  May  19,  1821,  Before  Pro- 
ceeding TO  Pensacola,  to  Receive  from  the  Spanish 
Government  the  Province  of  Florida,  Whereof  He 
Had  Been  Appointed  Governor  by  President  Monroe. 

It  had  loii^  been  the  intention  of  General  Jackson  to  re- 
sign his  commission  in  the  array  as  soon  as  the  differences 
with  Spain  should  have  been  brought  to  a  peaceful  conclu- 
sion. 

An  important  reduction  in  the  army,  long  contemplated, 
was  effected  in  the  spring  of  1821,  and  left  the  general  with- 
out an  adequate  command. 

Mr.  Monroe,  then  president,  promptly  appointed  him  to 
the  governorship  of  Florida,  as  well  as  to  the  office  of  com- 
missioner to  receive  the  province  from  the  hands  of  the 
Spanish  officials.  Col.  James  G  Forbes,  the  marshal  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  was  dispatched  to  Havana  iu  tlic 
sloop-of-war  Hornet,  to  receive  from  the  Governor  General 
of  Cuba  and  convey  to  the  Governor  of  Florida  the  re(iuisite 
order  for  the  surrender  of  the  province  and  its  forts  to  the 
American  commissioner.  By  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the 
province  was  to  be  given  up  six  months  after  the  final  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  *' or  sooner,  if  possible."  The  Spanisli 
garrison  was  to  be  conveyed  to  Cuba  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

General  Jackson  accepted  the  appointment. 
.  From  Montpelier  in  Alabama  he  wrote  the  following  com- 
iininication  to  his  old  comrade  inarms.  Gen.  Morgan,  then  at 
his  liome  in  Madisonville,  La. : 

Montpelier,  May  19,  1S21. 

Dkar  Sir — 1  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst., 
and  iinich  regret  that  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  iu 
Orleans.  I  hope,  however,  that  I  shall  soon  have  tliis  pleas- 
ure in  Pensacola,  inasmuch  as  I  received  tavorablc  intelli- 
gence last  niglit  that  the  Spanish  agents  promise  a  quick  sur- 
render of  the  Floridas. 
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Tlie  Hornet  is  ])r()])ably  at  Pensaoola,  and  in  ten  days  we 
may  calculate  upon  inovin<jj  from  this  {)laee. 

The  possession  of  the  country,  however,  depending  upon 
the  tardy  ceremony  of  exchange,  puts  it  out  of  my  ])ower  to 
inform  you  the  precise  time  of  our  acception.  We  may  pre- 
sume, though,  to  say  in  fifteen  days. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Pensacola  I  shall  give  you  further  in- 
formation, and  in  the  meantime  remain  your  ohedient  ser- 
vant.  Andrew  Jackson.* 

David  B.  Morgan,  Esq. 

But  at  length,  on  the  17th  July,  all  preliminaries  having 
been  settled,  the  long  expected  ceremony  took  place  at  Pen- 
sacola, and  Florida  became  a  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
after  a  twenty  years'  negotiation  with  Spain. 

Wm.  H.  Seymour. 
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